 the Buck |

[LLACE PHILLIPS

by 5. 8 MoClore Oo.

day when I was working
p 4 Dikotan ranch Wie boss,
person by the nihme of
ve, priged me to tike an
h and chop o little weod,

ther was [dinl--an Dokota
tal with the mingled plags-
of frout and sun, heg
ot coffee, amd still as 8-
L 1 had n good breakinst;
cellent health aud splrits,
otill by no weans approach
pile unperceived, and every-
o th o plensant dny. But,
 Copper Lined Killelubird of
sings, “"Muan's hopes rise
plerity and vigor of the hind
mnle only to descend with
of a stout gentlemnn on
i ]-"

ing the grove of cottonwopods
n for a smoke and a specu-
of things In general, having
my then early age that
' 18 never of more value than
should be dolng something

like

n nolse behind me, a peculiar
ween & sport and o viglent
irning, I saw a buck deer
the cord and bell around
recognized bhim as one Billy,
ty of Steve's eldest boy, e
n of 8¢ a pet.
s the touch

neasded to com-
Arcadin, the Injection of
the time I consilersd to be
0 the excellent prose of open
Who could see that grace-
ty crenture and remaln an-
Not I, at all events, [ fan-
eil 08 a knight of old in the
st, which guve a touch of the
my dheech

Bere, thou sweet eved forest
eried, And here be cume,
stimate 1 should say that he
#x bhondles, or about fwelve
th  u8 he wvp-ended hiloself,
] bl antlers and Juinped me,
pas ot o distanco. I moved, 1
night to King's bishop s elelith,
ase represented by a fork of
rest tree, o wike and snbtle
gtrategy, as It resulted n &
e,

lend stomd for nwhile,
warlike with his froot
itch, by the way, are gs for-
wenpans as 1 man would care
opposed to him; then, seeing
ré wus no sporting blood In
devoured my lunch and went
course 1 promptly imitnted ns
conld. T'departed,

to 1 bad both llked and ad-
Bteve, His enormous strength,

oroct

[HIRSes

enble way be bad of treating
I you werg quite his own age,
d him to me. When I poured
tronbles to him, however, re-
him for allowing such n savage
b be at lnrge, he cinsed my feel
undergo n change, for instead
pathizing he rell to uproarious
¢, slapped his log and swore
was the best thing he'd ever
f aod wished he'd been there to
are pruhnhl_\' no worse ftenses
b than the big bovs who chnse
Foh the western praivies. They
borso on the Kid," sod the poor
t nightisare ridden Indeed, 11 1
put with them some one would
» un anxlous look and carefully
around o buueh of grass in the
s, explalning to the rest that
night be a deer concealed there,
e conld not be too careful when
wers  wild  bensts  like  that
Then the giheeling rnscals
piugs the suspected spot with in

sution, perhape breaking Into a
with frightensd slirieks of “The
hie gm-:'.‘" while 1 tried to look as
g It tingd gtrove manfunlly to
bring of mortigeation from
down my cheeks
dn't let cmotiong take
of words, becpuse [T hiaad
h to know that 1 conid not put a
and n
Inils of
liats,

to see

the
wil

my

bayrier hetwoen
miger than those husky
pather breeches and white

Il thet | had a yenrning

myself

f them encounter the deer it his
. I did not wish any one hurt
rns #0 confldent of their phivsieal

that 1 did not think uny ong
1 be, but I felt thnt such an Inel-
would strengthien thelr under-

Ing.
thing came to pass, and, of all
g, on my arch enemy, Steve, If
1 had the arrnngement of Jetalls
ald not bhave plannsd it better,
pse of my tender veors the llght

of the ranch fell to my share,

dny every one wus o raving me
hink up the “bull " or men's

rs, with mud ~ the eold
hproaching winter had tnk-
is eldest boy on n p to plek ont
b good wodod,

ppently arrived | uitloss,
Ing ns fast as | vinr. the
th whistling In ! "“(Jome
R was the miet

soviug the deer f ved the
ble, mid when th il with
pld playmate the Led him
n and would hn re him badly
that his fatly Juntipasl
thie fray ol nlmal
the horns with

pe his bend o 3
el on  more Steve
LR The pow thonght
ould Be an ess: wulior Lo throw

———

his antagonist. What he did pot at | sbout six times before h

‘ull tuke Into account was that the
buek was both larger and stronger
than be. Though ruised on n bottle,

is noul
was satisfied, Then he took the cepter
of the ring and bellowed a chant of
victory In a fuller volce than he had

the deer had grown fmto a splendid | Blven before, while the other brutes,
specimeén of 1ts kind. Fe was by long gathered by the fence, looked at him In

odds the Inrgest deer [ ever saw,
Well, Steve got the surprise of his
life. It didu't take him long to sce
the battle was nll aguinst bim; that
the best he conld hope to do was (o
bold Wis own uutil help arcived; so
e sent the bop off botfoot.  Although
Lis power (or a short exertion was
great, Steve wos ju oo kind of traln-
g, Leving allowed himself to fatten
up aml belng on nordinite pser of to-

Lo, et coutrn, the deer fell frosh-
| cued aml v ruted hy BXOriion.
F'Thot Ik the Jdeuce of it In stivggling

| pareted, s0- 1

with an unexpected agllity and |

with au solmel—he doesn't tre

I kunew thuat Steve wus in trou-
ble, or e pever would bave sent for
Lelp. The boy's evident distrées degled
the Joke 1 might otherwise have sus-
grabbed up a rope and
made for the grove, the boy tralllug
me. 1 should have walted to get n gun,
Ltst 1 Qldn't think of it. Those were the
doys when I could ran, when it was an
exhilaration to sull over the pralvie.
The hoportance of my position #s res-
cuer, whiech poy one who bas been &
boy will undersiand, lent springs (o
my feet,

It wis well for Steve that mine were
speedy legs. When 1 got there his face
witg gray and mottled, llke an old

man’s, and his mouth had & weak
droop, very unlike the devil-may-care
Steve, The two had pawed up the
ground for rods around In the tght

The deer's horns beneath where the
man gripped them were wet with the
blood of Lils torn palms. Steve's knees,
arms and head woere trembling us I in
an ague fit. He wis all lno physically,
but the lnner man arose strong above
defeat. *“Here's—your—ileer—IKid!™" be
gagped, “I—kept—him—for yon!"

I yelled to kim to hold hard for ene
second, took a running jump and lund-
ed on Mr. Buek’s flank with both feet.
It wos something of a shovk., COver
went deer, man and boy. I was on iy
plus In a Jily, sunpped the nooso over

the deer's hind legs, tangled him op
anyhow iun the pest of the rinth apd
suubbed him to the nearest toee, Then

Steve got up and walked
where he conld be 1T with
And e was good nnd sick,

When e felt better he arose sod
opened his knlfe, swearlig thint he
would sllt that eritter’s throat from ear
to eir, ot Steve, Jr.,. who Belope this
bad arrived on the s s pleaded so
hard for the life of the pet that big
Steve relented nnd Mre, Dilly Buek was
saved or furilier misehief

nwiy 1o

comfort.

That afternoon two of us rode ont
and roped him, “spreading’” him be
twoein s na owe deiagaed bim home

e fought evory step of the was My
Montang boy

companion, A bot Beaded
wiue for kKlling Litm a hnlf dozen thoes

However, feclihg thal the deer had
vindieated me, | bad n pride In him
und kept Wim for o toely eml Ve
turned him loose ln a corrnl with a
blomded bull ealf, some milk cows,
work steers nml other tame animals.

“Aund 1 bet you he has "em all chew-
Ing the rag Inside of twenty-fonr
bours.” sald my companion.

That night Steve made ample nmend
for his former mirth. Iondeed, he prais-
ed my feetness and promploess of ne-
tion so highly that 1 el by
an acvess of modesty us unexpected
as It was disorganizing,

The next day Steve stood on the roof

was =ol

. of the shed at the end of Billy Buck's

Baddenly he straightened up
and wivesl his hut, “Deer and bnil
Aght!™ he calledl,  “Come a-running,
everyboly ™ We dropped our labors
wnd spriute) for the corrad, there to
sit upon the shed nnd watch the com

corral

bat, Steve dido't know what began the
teouble, but when 1 got 1 ) thie
young bull was facing the deer, Lis
head down, Mowing the dust 1o twin
clonds belore b hooking the ddirt
over his boek o ol g

fashlon nnd anon siyving I
ooor! 1n i idolegeent Dpss (v o
InOst HOUSIY Inesen by sirenss |
ROPEUnO When  fhgede slirill not 0
currad the ttle bull rolled ey
aroumn! as muach to sav. “Who did
that? aml we, swingi L A
the shed roof, laughed I atd
encotraged Jdm to sall in

The Dull, baving gone through
preliminaries of his code, cocked his
wil steabght in the  afr and o
The ik walted untll be wos within

three feel; then he shot sideways aid
shot hn Liis
with o drumstick soumd on
ribs, “DBaw-aw!" suid the bull,
ably that hurt.

Again bull faced buck, This time the
bovine wore a look of troubled
wolderment, while one conld murk un
evll grin beoedidh Lbhe twitchlng nose
of his antagonist, and his Dlent had
changed to n tone which recalled the
pointing Aoger and unwrituble "ol
ha!" that greets wmisfortune io clill
hood. *I told you so!" it said. The
bull, however, Is an aniimal not ensliy
digscouruged, Oncv more he lowetwd
his foollsh head and braved forth like
n locomotive,

But It would take too long to tell all
the thiogs Billy Buck did to that buil
He alinply walked all over hlm o
Jabbed and raked and poked. Away
went the bull, his erstwhile proudly
erect tall slewed sideways In token o
etruck colors, a slgu of surrender dis
regarded by his enemy, who though
the giving of slgnals to cvease fighting
prevogutive of his oflice. Awny woe
the old cows nnd the work steers o
the horses In a thondering elreait
the corral, the horbed stock bawlin:
terror und Billy Dol
oune of them lmpar
b,

“Gad, I'm giad 1 didn't slit his »
plpe!" gnid Bteve, “Tle's n corker!

Billy drove hlg clregs phgade

¢ Aguin, antlers benting
bull's

Frob-

thie

eye

stupefaction.

Only onee more d1d Blily Buck figure
in history before he loft us for a larger
field o town, and on this ocension, for
the first and lust time lo bis career, Lo
got the werst of it

A lons Injun came to the ranch, a
very tall, grave man, clod in comie ple-
ture ¢lothes, A hattered Nlsh Tat sur-
mounted bis block of midalght hailr,
and a entaway cont bullt for a min
mueh smuller around the chest beld
his torso In bondage. As [t was warm
on the day be arrived, he had discard
ed hls trousers: A clont wns
plenty leg gear, be thought. He bore n
Jetter of recommendation from o white
friend,

“Plenty goomd lotter,” sald bhe ns he
banded the missive over. [ read it
alouidl for the benefit of the nssomblod
runch,

It ran:

Thia s Jimmy-FHit-the-Bottle, the worst
specimen of a biad tribe. Ho will stoal
anyvthing he oan lift. If he know there
wonn such o thing ox o cematery, he'd
walk fifty milen to b {t. Any cltizen
wishing to do his country a servies will
kindly hit him on the hend with an ax

JACK FORBYTHH.

“Plenty good letter!™ corisl the In-
jun, his face benming with pride.

I coughed and snld It wuas Indeed
vigorous. Bteve and the boys fled the
scene, Now, we knew that Jimmy
was a4 good Tnjun or e wouldn't have
had any letter at all. That great grave
fuce, coupliug the serlonsness of child-
hood and of philosopliy, simply offered
pu irresistible temptation to the writ-
er of the letter, There was something
pathetle In the way the gigantic sav-
age folded up his treasure and re-
placed it in his cont. 1 think Forsythe
would bhave wenkened had he seen It
Stil, after we laughed, we felt all the
better disposed toward Jimmy, so I
don't know buat It was a good form of
Intraduction, after all Jimmy was
looking for work, n subject of research
not general to the lonjun, bat by no
mesng Lo rare as his detractora wonld
» out., He got It. The job was
i out Bllly Buck's
found employment for the hunds elose

breech

correl, Niove

to home for the day, that no one shonld
nlss the resuit,
first on the ranch, and a practical joke
other

It Ig alwnys bhusiness
precedenos lihors.
nround the correl
he conld peek through the
Hoarse whispers Inguiving, “Anyihing
up yet?
the negntive that it
hitdl been o valn, At Inst the welrome
shout rang out
Eversbody runi™ We fle
with unticipatory chuckles

tikes over

where

Steve hung

chinks,

were for so long nnswersd In

seenm]

breathless
We landed

wonderful, but chaotie. I would defy
8 moving pleture camera to resolve
that tornndo into its elements of deer
wid Tojun. We were consclous of curl-
s Qllusions, such ns o deer with a
lodens hends growlng out of all parts
af 4 body ns spherienl as this our
oarth, and an Injun with legs that ve,
tood all laws of gravitntion and annt-
omy

Foor Billy Bock! He outdid the
wildest of our pitcliing horses for @
palf mwinute, bot the two busdred and
odd pounds he bad on his La
He eouldn't the .
wrapped those loog legs a
the deer's tadl In one hand,
the other i
tooth, und wa

-y

ween  lifa

er be
tedd Inogrim dete

the

tion “Moal-n-aonl™ Ll
aAroppne to s  nees.
Jlnuny got off Wi, Billy il 1 him
; 1 audd scnmseped 1o the other end
i 2 his beoad
ightened himself up,
Hfort 1o dr vell of |

slione 'In

modesty over the pride il
his eyos.

“H-nh!" he 1. “Foal deer tackle
Tatonkn-Sutak (*Tutoska-Sutah,” or
Strong Ball, wns the more poetle ttie
of Jimmy-Hit-the-Bottle among Lis own
kind.)

He then gravely punched bis plog
bt into some kind of shape and re
sumed his work,

We pitched in and bought Jiminy a
shilny new plug hat, which will lend
me far afield i€ I don’t drop the sub-

Jeet.
Well, he wans master of Mr. Blly
Ruck, When be enteridl the corral the

desr stepped raphlly up to the further
corner and stoyed there,

Now came the brondening of RBilly's
wer, Ao certaln omign Inoour nearest
town kept a hotel near the ratlrond
depot, For the Lhenefit of the passen
gets who had to stop there a half hour
for meals and reereation this man had
n sort of the animals
natural to the co There worn a

"

menngerie of

mtry.
bear, & mountpin lion, several coyates,

gwifte, antelope, deor and n hig tim
her wolf, il in a wire net Incloséd
park
It so happened that Steve met Mr.
Iy, the hote! propeletor, on otie of his
fripss ™o town nnd tokl him wi A
gaplendid deer ho hind ot st the raneh
O O mitly Poanessed of
f desire 1o lve murved, and o bar
gain wis concluded. on the spot, Ty
Iy thme lad shed borns and

the day .

“Tajun. and deer fight! |

on top of the sheid to witness an in- |

eplring  seene- long  legeed, six
foot aud o halt Injun, soitably attired

in o plug har, cutaway coat, breech

one

elout and moccasing, grappling In mor- |

tal combat a large and veéry Aangry
deer.

Bplendld was the exhibition of
strength and agllity we looked upon;

Miases.a

He owtdid the wildest of otr pliching

huert

for o hs

L Thiens

try was ripped up the
the plog
of those

but, anias, lts pos
back by the
hat and
long, bare red legs twinkilug beneath,

Indirectly It w plug hat that
euded the battle, At liest If Jimmy
Hit-the-Bottle felt nny emotion, wheth-
er joy, resentment, ror or anything
man cian feel, his face dikl not show
it. One of the fentures of
the show was that immaculately calm
face sudilenly swppearing through the
dust clouds, unconsclous of storm and

oulinwiy cont,

the unrelated effect

ns the

strangest

Blress,
At Inst, however, a1 yank of the
deer's head—Jhmmy hnd him by the

horns—caused the plug bat to suap off,
aud the wext second the deer’s sharp
foot went through It, You will remem-
ber Achilles did not get excited until
his helmei touched the dust. Well,
from wiml the ecold, pale light of fact
shows of the sige nud prowess of thoso
anelent swaggerers, Jimmy-Hit-the-Bot-

[
tle couid have picked Achilles up by |
his vul il Deel and  bumped Iltul'
hritlns « it nculnst a teee, aml this with- |
out st y when the pride of his
life, bl lous plug hat, was thas
maltre % rage was vast In pro
partis

H ipt gtreaks of black light- |
it wl the deer's hend slde-
WILYH i o leap landed on hls |
back, « ore b selzed nn ear bes |
tween teeth and shut down.
We ro vour feet and yelled, It was

oinld be wished for in the

Wil fonmdabllity,. We tied lis legs
together and shipped bim to town In o

(il not teick My, D He told

nly that the deer was 4 (dan-
gerous customer and that to be care
ful was th potnln e whok ki1 bt
the hotel r, o Hetle fat, pomn-
pONS A, W big bass voleo—this
Rinel of 4 twny who conld bave mode
the  world three davs ad  rested
from the fourth to the seventh inein-
glve hud It Deen necessury—thoonght he
koew soinething of the deer charactor

“That heautifal with: Its

mild eyes and huowble mien, hurt noy

creature,

one? Nousense!!

S0 bhe had a collar made for
Billy, with his neme an o sliver plate,
and then led him sround town at the
end of a chaln, being o viln Httle min
who lked to ntlract attention by aoy
gvallnhle medns. Al worked well un-
til the next fajl.  Mr. D, was lulled lo-
to false secnrity by the docllity of his
pet and allowed him the freedom of the
ity regardless of protest

Then came
Billy's casy |

the spoctnculir end of

It oedurred

alhet WhETHm astumn dny i
of the noon trakg O thie eist
s blied 1 e b dinlne
rooin, puthing nway suplies us st ay
possible. the Leain I Inte. The
1M wits erowded;, the walters rush
ing, Me, ID. swielling with Importinee
iy aentersd the comn unooticed In
the: menernl hu A negro  wuite
passad lm, bold Lwa doacdeid
Pechingm Lie brusl dgiinst Billy; per
s Bty didn'e e L |
tlon. At any 1 5 \ il 4
i gl V ) Hiny mam
elehnael, nal i | Pvead!
When et oails of hot cof
[ potntoes o chlicken | t!
I f the il (| | I (2
| st th vils 1l
HEim nhion M I
b words o 14
ntlean 0, ma i L& ©
wipe nway i
kling over tlis e ladies shrieked
ind were tearful over the rtain of thelr
{ DN,
J Fyoon the spot Instantly quoie
lif = Lt | ny Ul LT "'l:‘{ ull ’l]" O
B noll beratsd the walter for n

lumnsy, elubfooted hubpon on the oth
o,  BExplanation wns difhenit if not
Impossible.  Arms fHew, hord worls

flew, the male guests were not b
ward in ndding their say, Then, even
a5 1 hnd been before, the colored man
wis viodiente!

Suddenly
sprang on top of
for help. Mr. D
apen mouthed. The
tnble elutehisd one
In unigon. Mr. Ds eye fall ou
up, warlike In

women and @ man
the table and yelled
looked upon them

three on top of the
another and howied
Billy,
demeanor, and
man backing

two

orest
dressed

Lol

also on n well

rapkdly under the

A flash of onderstanding Mumined
Mr. 13, The deer ovidently felt a lit
tle pluyful, but it would never do un-
der the clroumstianecs “Come lhere,
slr'” be commandet. Bllly only lved
to ober such & command, as I have
shown! But thiz tinme Mr. D. recog-
nized a difference and went about

llke a ertick yacht. Tle bad intentions
of reaching the door. Billy cut off re
treat. Mr. D. thought of the woell dress.
ml man nnd dived undee the table.
Those who had stosd upcertain, seolng
this Nne of action tiken Wy one who
knew the customs of the country,
promptly imitated him, The passen-
gers of the eastern express were en-

sconced under the tables, with the ex- |[THE RHYOLITE PROFPERTY"

ception of m handful who had pre
ferred getting on top of them.

Outslde three cow punchers who
chanoed fo be riding by were perfect
ly astonlshad by the noises that came
from that hotel, They dismounted and
investigated, When they saw the foet
projecting from benanth the cloths wnd
the gronps o statuesgue pokcs above
they concluded not to Interfore, al
though strongly urged by the victims.

“You r the man
with The punchers
joxful
'em, oy 1 iy iy,

Meanwhile the exp

nre cowards!” erimd

the two womii.

¥ oA gaid, “Slck

wa and the U

el States wall wilting The
condduetar, wateh lmodd, strode ap
ol down the

“MWhat do Lhieen g

llt‘l'-

“What's the m

LEEer s b o

YO, comsee nml see! il s

sild the punchess It too gosd to
tell!™

The conduetor shiut his wit
spap.  “Five mb s Ll

“Pete, go and hustle them p i
here. [ start in three minuies by
wateh.”

“Sure,” sald Pete psod  slouched
across. Pete was surprised ot the
sight that met his goaze, but orders
were orders, He wolked up aod kick-
ed Bllly, at the same time shouting:
“All uboard for dhe west! Git & wiggle
oo yard''

The man owed his life to the fact
that the deer could get no foothold on
the slippery bardwood floor; otherwlse
he would have beea gored to death.
As It wus, Billy treied to push, and his
fect sliot out. Man and deer cime to
thie floor together, the brokeman Lold
Ing hard. The passeongers boiled out of
the hotel like o mouantaln torrent. The
punchers, thinking that the mun was
Iy dunger, spraug thro the win-
dows nnd tled the deer. Pete gasped
his thanks pnd hustled out to cateh bis

av

truin. No one wns b hut Billy, the
puncliers, the walters D,
“This your  diser luquired the

punchers of the latter

“IC L sl Mr. I “Take him ot
and hang him Don't shoot him. Hang
him

chers

replicd the puay
roout aud turned bim

bettor

an ‘1 feel

old X
they snid

glout It tomorrow, "

| Andi v to pass that the old man
| il ter, so Billy was spared
Perhaps 1T vou have traveled to the
| wost you hiye seen Lim, 0 poble rep
resentative of his kind., Well, this Is
bils private history, which his looks be
lies
RED RIVER PROSPECTOR
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) Al i t [ "
fh o Rato

o tch 1 Monday |
1wl he exy st e i
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M I Snow siteel AL avy
{ k with | d hier
Mrs, 1 [ Will it the Turne
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ki 1 1
3 ¢ buily el .
| [ vy buck 1t
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1 31 Ll
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From' the R
Pt
A bridge 15 being bnilt across the
Rin Grande at Rinconada
P
A. Clonthier, postmaster ar Taos,
1s sand to have resigned the office
and J. J. Vigil 15 an upplicant for the
ifiee

Enrigque Gonzales, ex-County Clerk,
has heen appointed deputy by the new

uinty treasurer, Nickolas Anays

Mris. A G

s shortly « pa
rent

It 15 satd $130 ore was encountered
in the Red Fissure workings recently

at Bromude

Ore is being hauled by sled from
the Whale mine at Bromide to the
mill on the Turos.

i | Mrs, S, I

SHOWING BETTER.

The Rhyolite Mining & Milling
company have let another contract on
tlieir property to R, P. Kelly. Mr.
Kelly hus just finished one contract
on the property amd opencd up the

fcad at a point where

it is over eigh-

teen feet bétween walls

O the pres-
“' !\ iy

following the lead

lent contract will run & tun-
the narth
ss cut the
L coriatn s Ly | ||- jros

i r!li----il
TN )

\ I s LIIE fare 1a

nel

stand cr

le kind 1 ¢ pbica
t the les afifie ore
cluss,
pany 1 ITHE  COlt=
the past

= PrOS-

summer

v muchiinery nnd ga diown’ alter

SPRINGER STOCKMAN NOTES.
i irom
spend

Pavis came down
[her home at Raton Tuesday to
a few \!.l_\'~ with relatives here

Mrs _']' M. Caldwell wits in the city
the first of the week from the Halls
Peak country.

e, Lefiorge visited Chico profes-
little boy of E. P
He left the
1"'ll'|“-.
Daw-

sionally to see a
who was sick
i

g

Edward’s
little fellow
| Mrs, Duarl
son Monday.

| lecate

getting

Brown w

The family capect to

there about the tirsy ot the

month and engage in the hotel busi-

a5
his
v, lelt on

ermany,

und

they: will  be present at the

rents,

) Hed to

mwood, Kansas, last Satnrday by
Xt +1 deith of =
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